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Gurpurab of Guru Gobind Singh Jee 
 
If you think about any human being alive right now, whether 
it‟s a celebrity, a friend, a family member or a religious leader, 
it would be difficult to argue that they were the perfect hu-
man being, in every sense of the word „perfect‟. Even if they 
had countless attributes or virtues, and had taken part in the 
greatest feats in the history of mankind, I am sure you still 
would be able to find some sort of flaw that would deprive 
them from being labelled as the „complete‟ human. I‟m sure 
you know where I am going with this.. but I think that per-
fect is the only word to accurately describe the great Guru Go-
bind Singh Jee. Not only was Guru Jee a supremely spiritual 
man, but He was a fearless warrior, meticulous poet, revolu-
tionary politician, incredible musician, genius architect and 
this list could go on for a long time..                                                  
Over this last week, Sikhs worldwide have been remembering the birth of their tenth Guru, however it is 
a shame that many have forgotten the beautifully intricate compositions Guru Jee bestowed on the world, 
which were compiled into the form of the Sri Dasam Granth, which is made up of entirely His writings.   
It is widely known that Guru Gobind Singh Jee was the son of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Jee. And that 
upon seeing the severed head of His Father at the age of 9 (See Sikhi Explored: Issue 1) , He became Guru 
of the Sikhs and vowed to root out all these evil tyrants and preserve dharma (religion) in the World. 
Growing up, Guru Jee was nothing short of a genius, He had a intellectual capability that allowed him to 
learn and master the languages of Punjabi, Sanskrit, Hindi, Persian and Braj Bhasha (medieval mixture 
of dialects including Arabic words). As well as being well rehearsed in many languages, Guru jee was the 
ultimate warrior. I remember when I was a kid, I used to hear stories that Guru Gobind Singh Jee‟s mas-
tery of weapons was so good, that He could have His own archers shoot at him, while He would twirl 
His sword with such speed and accuracy, no arrow could pierce His defence. The evidence of His love for 
the warrior arts is evident in His writings, and He even composed a composition to list all the weapons 
known to him, called the Shastar Naam Mala (Rosary of the Names of weapons) .. 
Ik Oankaar Vaaheguroo Ji ki fatah|Ath Sri Shastra Naam Maalaa Puraan Likhyate||| Sri Bhagauthi 
Ji Sahaae || Paat(i)shaahi10|| Dohraa||Saang Sarohi Saiph As Teer Toupak Talvaar|| Sattraantak 
Kavchaant(i) Kar Kareeai Rachchh Hamaar||1|| 
The Lord is One and the Victory is of the True Guru. Shastra-Nama Mala Purana (the Rosary of the 
Names of weapons) is now composed. With the support of the primal power, written by the Tenth King. 
O Lord ! Protect us by creating Saang, Sarohi, Saif (Sword), As, Teer (arrow) tupak (gun), Talwaar 
(sword), and other weapons and armours causing the destruction of the enemies.1.  
(Guru Gobind Singh, Shastar Naam Mala, Page 1356 of Sri Dasam Granth) 
As well as this, Guru sahib described many heroic battles in His writings during His lifetime. The motive 
of doing this was very simple, Guru Gobind Singh Jee wanted to create a new mind-set among the com-
mon people of India. A mind-set that had love for all of humanity, God and the environment around 
them. A mind-set that not only had the desire to serve and protect the people around them, but through 
reading His powerful writing, had the spiritual and physical prowess to be able to do so.    
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*Just a few examples to highlight its importance. 

The general problem at that time in India, was the vast majority of people were so used to being op-
pressed and dominated by their rulers, that they had become spiritually blinded. The noose of slavery 
had been tied around them for so long that they were unable to even remember what being free really 
meant. To illustrate this statement, an allegory by Giani Parminder Singh comes to mind.. 
„There was a shop keeper that used to sell exotic birds. As soon as these beautiful birds were born, the 
shop keeper would imprison them in a tiny cage. Throughout their childhood, the shop keeper would 
keep them locked in there, and he would provide them with scraps of food to sustain them. Never, at 
any circumstances would they be allowed to leave their cage and experience what it meant to be free, 
and fly to and where they please. This way, the birds would grow up  until one day they were bought 
by a new owner, making money for the shop-keeper. One day, a kind-heartened man happened to walk 
by this shop. His heart felt heavy when he saw these glorious birds trapped in such tiny cages. He pit-
ied these creatures of God and decided he would buy the birds to set them free. After he had spent a 
great deal of money purchasing these birds, he took them home and opened their cage doors for the first 
time.. 
But to his amazement the birds did nothing, they just sat there! He tried many different tactics to get 
the birds to leave this imprisoned life but then slowly he realised what had happened. The birds could 
no longer leave their prison, it had become their home and what was natural to them. The bird which 
was designed to live un-suppressed and boundless, had lost the notion of what liberty was. It had been 
captive for so long that it did not have the bravery or courage to leave the cage.        
This very same way, Giani Jee explained, that the tenth Nanak was giving freedom to India and the 
revolutionary Guru Gobind Singh was urging and fighting for people to be free, but something extraor-
dinary had to be done to transform these scared people into saint-soldiers.  
Therefore, in my opinion, this is just one reason why the compositions contained within the Sri Dasam 
Granth Sahib had to be written, to evoke the warrior, fearless spirit that all Sikhs must have imbued 
within their hearts and soul. 
1428 pages long, and written in the most beautiful forms of poetry, the Sri Dasam Granth is an essen-
tial scripture for all Sikhs. Not known by many, the Sri Dasam Granth is a fundamental part of the 
daily activities of all amrit-dhaari (baptised) Sikhs and is a cornerstone for the Sikh Religion. 
To just highlight its significance once again, if you were to take away the Bani of Guru Gobind Singh 
jee you would no longer have the amrit sanchar ceremony, a Sikh would not be able to complete his 
daily Nitnem, the Ardaas (supplication at the end of prayers) would not be complete and even the so-
called, „Sikh National Anthem‟ would have to be changed*.  
Daas would humbly like to explore all these points above, with the view to encourage Sikhs learning 



1st Image– Hand-written copy of Sri Dasam Granth http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2414/2308216221_fcbe726c13.jpg  

¹Dasam Granth: Japu,  Dr Jaspreet Kaur  http://www.sridasamgranth.com/cgi-bin/download.cgi 

The first point I made was that the Amrit Sanchar ceremony would not be complete without the Dasam 
Granth. This is because, when a Sikh is being baptised into the 
Khalsa, five compositions are read whilst the Amrit (Sacred nectar 
consisting of water and sugar granules) is prepared.  
Two compositions are from the Guru Granth Sahib Jee, Sri Jap-
Jee Sahib which is the holy Bani written by Guru Nanak Dev Jee, 
and Anand Sahib which is written by Guru Amar Dass Jee. The 
remaining three are from the Dasam Granth, namely Jaap Sahib, 
Tav Prasad Savaiye and Chaupai Sahib. 
 
Jaap Sahib  

This is the first Bani in the Dasam Granth and the word Jaap is 
the noun form of Sanskrit word, „Jaap‟ which means to utter in a 
low voice, the prayer and mediation of God. It is unquestionably 
one of the most eloquent hymns in the praise of God. Primarily it 
has been written to give Sikhs a description of the nature of God. 
Jaap Sahib is comprised of 199 verses, with 78 verses saluting and 
hailing Waheguru. The remaining 121 verses are descriptive in nature and describe the ultimate reality 
of God. Embedded in the Jaap Sahib is an incredible 950 names Guru Gobind Singh Jee gives to Akaal 
Purakh, the almighty God. So every time Jaap Sahib is read, 950 times the reader will be reciting Gods 
name. All 199 verses are formed by rhyming couplets. Sometimes both the lines in the couplet describe 
Reality in negative terms, but at times the non-qualified aspect is fully balanced with the positive at-
tributes of the one.  This turns the composition into a beautiful necklace in which the beads of positive 
and negative attributes of Reality have been so intimately and artistically joined together that as a 
work of art it becomes a rare specimen of the Guru's vocabulary and poetic ingenuity¹. Click here to lis-
ten to Jaap Sahib with translations 

Tav Prasad Savaiye 

The third Bani to be read is also from the Dasam Granth. And is found between the 13th to 15th page. 
However unlike the Jaap, it is a subsection from what is referred to as the Akaal Ustat. This is a poeti-
cal composition, which has been written „in praise of the Timeless being‟ and gives the reader an ex-
tremely powerful statement on the nature of God and religion. It has 271 verses and is written to 
twelve different poetical rhythms. In order these are Tav Prasad Kabth, Savaiye, Thomar Shandh, Lagh 
Niraaj Shand, Thujang Prayaath Shandh, Paadharee Shandh, Thottak Shandh, Naaraj Shandh, Rooal 
Shandh, Dhoraa, Diragh Tribhangi Shandh. This indicates the vast range of styles and immense poetic 
capability Guru Jee possessed.  

Lines from Akaal Ustat are often quoted by individuals unknowingly such as Maanas Kee Jaath Sabai 
Eaekai Pehichaanao, „Recognise All human race to be one‟ which is found on page 51. 

Hindoo Turak Ko( i) Raaphjoo Imaam Saaphoo, Maanas Koo Jaat Sabhai Ekai Paithchaanbo|| 

Someone is Hindu and someone is a Muslim, then someone is Shia, and someone a Sunni, but recognise 
all the human beings are recognized as one and the same.  

Reading Akaal Ustat is extremely beneficial to understand why there was a need for the Khalsa and 
the Sikh way of life to be created, and it boldly points out many of the hypocrisies that were carried out 
by the so-called religious people of those times. Guru Jee follows up this list with  
Bin Ek Naam Ik Chitt Loon|| Phokato Sarab Dharmaa Bihoon||20||140||                                         

Without single minded devotion and absorption of the word of the lord, all religious efforts are worth-

less and meaning less. (page 61)  

This is the glorious true nature of Guru Jees writings, instructing His Sikhs to not just exhibit religion 

i,e pretending to pray with your mind focused on other things, but to actually think about it!  

 

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2414/2308216221_fcbe726c13.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJWxKeafIWQ&feature=fvsr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJWxKeafIWQ&feature=fvsr
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²Katha, titled ‘Akali_Nihang_Sukha_Singh http://www.sikhroots.com/zina/Keertani_-_UK/Bhai_Sukha_Singh_%28London%29 

Just before we move onto the next composition, there is a powerful story 
that I would like to share with you which I heard in some katha by Bhai 

Sukha Singh Jee (link in the footnote) ². On page 46, Guru Gobind Singh jee 

says 

Bhajo Daroo|| Thapo Daroo|| Tapo Daroo|| Japo Daroo||12||62||   
Meditate on the Lord. Worship the Lord. Perform devotion for the Lord. 

Repeat the Name of the lord. 

Guru Sahib then begins to describe God‟s omnipresent nature, dictating that 
God is everywhere. He ends this description with the repetition of “Tuhi– 
Tuhi” (there is none but you God) . In the Bani, 16 times “Tuhi-Tuhi” is re-
peated. And the story narrated by Bhai Sukha Singh was that when Guru 
Jee was dictating this Bani to His scribe, our Guru went into deep medita-
tion where He just continuously uttered “Tuhi-Tuhi” , thousands of times 
and when He awoke from His meditation He asked His scribe how many 
times He had uttered “Tuhi-Tuhi”. To which the scribe replied “countless 
times Maharaj-jee” and Guru Sahib said “Write it down 16 times, but any 
Sikh who reads Akaal Ustat, will earn the reward of having recited the 
thousands of Tuhi-Tuhi that I uttered”. Dhan Guru Gobind Singh Jee Ma-

haraj! 

Click for Akaal Ustat or Tav Prasad Savaiye 

Chaupai Sahib 

The fourth Bani to be recited while the Amrit is prepared is Chaupai Sahib. Which is found on pages 
1465 to 1469 in the Dasam Granth. It is an essential composition that is usually recited twice in a day. 
(Early morning and during Rehraas Sahib in the evening) because of the immense protection it gives to 
the reader. Chaupai Sahib provides spiritual safety and helps to establish a positive outlook within the 
mind of the reader. It is written as a hymn, with the intention to be read like a poem, with each couplet 

rhyming.       

Hamré dushtt Sabhai Tum Ghaavhu||Aap Haath Dai Mohé bachaavhu                                            

Waheguru, destroy all my enemies (kaam, krodh, lobh, moh, hankaar) and protect me with your hand                                                 

Interestingly, during the british reign over India there has been a major attempt to shorten the chaupai 
sahib and hence prevent the reader from getting the full benefits from reciting it. History dictates that 
the British sent a representative in the mid 19th centaury to find out how many troops it will take to 
conquer Panjab. The representative returned with the answer that it would take all the British troops 
in India to defeat the Panjab because Sikhs had a unique bravery and power which was derived from 

their connection with Gurbani. It is said that those who read the Chaupai Sahib are undefeatable. 

Jo Kal Ko Ek Baar Dhiyai hai|| Taa ké kaal nikatt nehé aihai                                                            

Those who meditate on you, even once, death can not approach them 

Scared, the British dignitaries' tried relentlessly to separate Sikhs from Sri Dasam Bani and the Bani in 
the sacred Guru Granth Sahib Jee. Through cunning tactics, Sikh management was infiltrated and the 
last two pauris from Chaupai Sahib were removed. But with Guru‟s grace, and unity within the Sikh 
community the effects of these people can be overcome and you can check out www.chaupaisahib.com 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxSZl8EJaCg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNF2CUR31X4&feature=fvst
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So to just sum up, the Bani of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Jee plays a key role in the Amrit Sanchar process. 
Likewise, and going to the second point I made earlier, a Sikhs Nitnem would be incomplete if they did 
not recite Bani from Sri Dasam Granth. This is because, the same 5 compositions that are read during 
the baptism of Sikhs should be recited every morning by practicing Sikhs. It is written in the modern 
Sikh Rehat Maryada (Sikh Code of Conduct) that a Sikh should recite these prayers. (article IV from 
www.sgpc.net/rehat_maryada/section_one.html).  
Following on, I mentioned that the Ardaas of a Sikh would be incomplete. Again, this is because many 
of the verses sung come from Guru Gobind Singh Jees writing in the Dasam Granth. Just as back-
ground knowledge, an Ardaas is one of the most powerful weapons a Sikh possesses, as it is an instru-
ment to request anything from God. It is said daily to supplement prayers and is usually done before 
any task is being carried out. An Ardaas is very personal to the individual and can vary in passages 
from Gurbani but the basic structure includes the opening verse of „Chandi di Vaar‟ which is one page 
297. 
 
Ik Oankaar Waheguroo Jee Kee Fateh|| 
Vaar Sri Bhagautti Ji Kii|| Paatshaahi Dasmi||10|| 
Pritham Bhagautti Simar(i) Kai Gur Naanak Laoon Dhiaae||...Sabh Thaaoon Hoe Sahaae|| 
After first worshipping the Adi Shakti, the Primal Power, let us meditate on Guru Nanak (Guru An-
gad, then Gurus Amar Das and Ram Das, may they grant us their protection. Remember Gurus Arjun, 
Hargobind, and Siri Har Rai. Meditate upon Siri Har Krishan, upon seeing whom, all sufferings shall 
depart. Meditate on Guru Teg Bahadur and the nine treasures shall come to us) May he grant us every 
assistance. 
 
Furthermore, the following shabad, is often cited as the Sikh National Anthem and comes from the 
composition, Chandi Charitar. 
 
Deh Sivaa Bar Moh(i) Ihai Soubh Karman Te Kab-hoon Na Daron||Na Daron Ar(i) So Jab Jaae La-
ron Nischal Kar Apnoo Jeet Karon|| 
O Lord, grant me this gift, that I never hesitate from performing good actions.  May I never  fear the 
enemy, and when I go to fight, I become victorious. Lord, instruct my mind that so that I have the men-
tality to forever utter your praises (Page 240, Sri Dasam Granth) 
 
There are countless more compositions that Guru Sahib has written in his Granth, which have given the 

Khalsa the ability to transfer from ordinary people to saint-
soldiers. The blueprint to live your life in balance between the 
physical and spiritual elements is laid down in both the Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib Jee and the Sri Dasam Granth.  
The final piece, that daas would humbly like to share with you 
is the Bachitar Natak, “Wonderful Drama”. It has huge sig-
nificance because of the amount of history it contains within 
it, as well as including a brief autobiography of Guru Gobind 
Singh Jees life.       
Ab Mai Apnee Kahtaa Bakhaano|| Tap Saadhat Jih Bidh(i) 
Muh(i) Aano|| 
Now I recite my own story as to how I was brought here, while 
I was absorbed in deep meditation (Page 132) 
Following this Guru Jee describes how it was God himself who 
ordered Guru Jee on to this planet. This is arguably the most 
fascinating verse in Bachitar Natak and here is the translitera-
tion: 



1st Image–Artist depiction of Guru Gobind Singh Jee http://www.sikharchives.com/?p=9391 

(Guru Jee says that „I had no desire to come to this World, as I was so absorbed in his meditation‟) But.. 
Jio Tio Prabh Ham Ko Samjhaayo|| Im Kah(i) Kai Ih Lok Pathaayo||5|| 
But the Lord made me understand his will and sent me in this world with the following words.5. 
 
(This line is truly amazing) 
Akaal Purakh Baach Is Keet Prati|| 
The Words of the Non-temporal Lord to this insect 
This means that in Bachittar Natak, Guru Jee writes THE EXACT WORDS OF GOD which were ut-
tered to him. Waheguru depicts to Guru Jee; the history of the World and the different prophets and 
entities that were sent to this Earth to establish dharma. Akaal Purakh concludes this with  
 
Mai Apnaa Sout Tohe Nivaajaa|| Panth Prachur Karbe Kauh Saajaa|| 
I have adopted you as my son and hath created you for the propagation of the path (Panth). (Page 136) 
 
Personally, this is absolutely profound, to be able to actually read these words that God spoke! Further 
what I love most about Guru Gobind Singh Jees Bani is the way he fearlessly speaks out about the 
world. He says 
 
Kahio Prabhoo Su Bhaakh(i) Hon|| Kisoo Na Kaan Raakh(i) Hon|| 
I say only that which the Lord hath said, I do not yield to anyone else. 

 
What a perfect Guru, we have been given Sikho! Read and listen to the whole of Bachitar Natak here. 
 
Now finally I would just like to clarify any misconceptions, with this concluding hymn sung in the end 
of the Ardaas, which taken from part of Guru Gobind Singh‟s last ever sermon to his Sikhs.   
  
Dohra, Agya bhai Akal ki, Tabhi Chalayo Panth|| Sab Sikhan ko hukum hai, Guru Manyo Granth|| 
Guru Granth ji manyo, pargat Guran ki deh|| jo, prabh ko milna chahe khoj shabad me lae|| 
When God ordained, only then the Khalsa Panth was started|| All Sikhs are ordered to consider Guru 
Granth Sahib  as their Guru|| Consider Guru Granth Sahib Jee as embodiment of the Gurus|| Those 
who want to meet the Guru, can find their presence in the Guru‟s words 
 
This illustrates the primary importance placed on the Guru Granth Sahib Jee, by Guru Gobind Singh Jee 
and demonstrates the significance of this Granth. In addition, it is important to note that the Guru 
Granth Sahib Jee we have today was dictated in its entirety by Guru Gobind Singh Jee. This was neces-
sary, as the first Granth which had been prepared by Guru Arjan Dev Jee and installed at Sri Har-
mandir Sahib, had been taken 
under the possession of the jeal-
ous Dhir Mal, and he refused to 
give it to Guru Gobind Singh 
Jee when he asked for it. He 
tauntd the Guru saying, “If you 
are the Guru, then prepare your 
own”. So at Damdama Sahib, 
Guru Gobind Singh Jee dictated 
the whole of the Guru Granth 
Sahib Jee to Shaheed Bhai 
Mani Singh, who wrote it 
down. Guru Jee also added the 
hymns of his father, Sri Guru 
Tegh Bahadur at this time. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mXuzFbgn_Q


This portrays the divine spirituality Guru Jee had and reaffirms that the ten Gurus were in fact one 
and the same, with there being no difference in philosophy, ideology or mentality between Guru Nanak 
Dev Jee through to Guru Gobind Singh Jee. It is for this reason that the Gurus following from Guru 
Nanak, are referred to as second Nanak or third Nanak and so on. However at the same time there is 
much to learn and to be gained from the Sri Dasam Granth and so it should it be read and studied to 
complement the teachings of the Guru Granth Sahib Jee.  
 
 
Daas hopes you have learnt something about Guru Gobind Singh Jee‟s writings and would encourage 
you to share Sri Dasam Granth with your friends and family. Daas humbly apologises for all of my mis-
takes while writing this and would like share with you some fantastic sites that have helped daas write 
this weeks Sikhi Explored. 
 
1. Raj Karega Khalsa  (www.RajKaregaKhalsa.Net) 
 Readings of Sri Dasam Granth and Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jee with translations and translitera
 tions can be found here 
 
2. Search Gurbani  (www.searchgurbani.com) 
 Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jee and Sri Dasam Granth can be read in its entirety in a page-by-page 
 format with translations and transliterations (be careful with these though, as sometimes they 
 are not too accurate!) 
 
3. Sri Dasam Granth (www.sridasamgranth.com) 
 Contains many articles on Sri Dasam Granth in English 
 
4. Illustrated Life Stories of Guru Sahib‟s by Dr Ajit Singh Aulakh 
 
5. Gurmat Veechar (www.gurmatveechar.com)   

 Contains an incredible amount of Gurbani recitals, Katha and Kirtan 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Waheguru Jee Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Jee Ke Fateh 
 
 
 
 

 

1st Image–  Gurdwara Sri Keshgarh Sahib (the birthplace of the Khalsa)  http://www.itihaasakgurudwaras.com/

punjab/Ropar/GurudwaraShriKesgarhsahib/index.php 

http://www.RajKaregaKhalsa.Net
http://www.searchgurbani.com
http://www.sridasamgranth.com
http://www.gurmatveechar.com

